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Think Daylesford and your mind is likely to turn 
to wining, dining and spa treatments, and rightly 
so. Home to the much-lauded Lake House, Alla 
Wolf-Tasker’s two-hatted restaurant with 
adjoining hotel and spa, this thriving village about 
90 minutes’ drive north-west of Melbourne has 
earnt its reputation as a tourist mecca. 

Tourism town
Alongside its northern neighbour Hepburn 
Springs, it’s home to an impressive 65 mineral 
springs and ranked at number four on 
TripAdvisor’s recent list of the top-10 global 
destinations for wellness travel. On weekends, 
the resident population of around 3500 can swell 
by up to 20,000. 

“We are a spectacular tourism town, people 
come flooding through the doors from Friday to 
Sunday,” says Ann Marie Banting, Lake House 
alumni and publican of the Daylesford Hotel. 

Hockingstuart principal Will Walton says the 
tourists add “a sea of fresh faces and vibrancy to 
the economy”, providing employment and strong 
rental returns for investors. 

“We don’t have a low season,” he says. 
“Daylesford is a 100 per cent all-year-round 
tourism destination and people who buy holiday 
homes have the difficulty of not being able to use 
them because they’re so heavily booked.” 

Walton and Banting moved to the region from 

Visit Cliffy’s Emporium 
for breakfast, brunch or 
lunch.

DEREK SWALWELL

For sale 
Agent: Hockingstuart Daylesford, Will Walton 
0412 511 717 
This renovated Victorian cottage is a leisurely 
10-minute stroll to the town centre. Offering 
bright, open-plan living spaces, with a kitchen 
opening onto a north-facing deck, it comes with 
a combustion fireplace, ducted heating, high 
ceilings, a sitting room and a dedicated study.

Daylesford
Hepburn Shire     $1.1 million
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St Kilda, Walton in 2015 and Banting in 2008. 
“I came up here for the whole tree-change thing 

and really found my place,” says Banting. “I was 
always intending to do business here, but I 
wanted to sink into the community first so I 
worked for Alla at the Lake House for four years. 
I’ve had the hotel for five-and-a-half years now – 
we’ve done a lot of renovation to the old girl and 
she’s beautiful.” 

Community spirit
The Federation-era hotel is a linchpin in the local 
community, offering top Aussie pub food and a 
selection of local wines. 

“What’s good about this town is that we 
support each other,” Banting says. “At the Lake 
House if they want to send their customers for a 
pub lunch or a cold beer they send them to me, 
and I’ll send people to Wine and the Country if 
they’re looking for a wine bar. We really share the 
love and it’s kind of funny because you become a 
kind of mini-tourist depot.” 

For Walton, a laid-back lifestyle that included 
an absence of traffic lights and traffic jams was a 
real drawcard. “Most people either move here 
because they’re approaching retirement or 
because their job allows them to work from 
home,” he says. “It’s a little bit like Queenstown 
without the big lake and snow. It’s vibrant and fun 
in summer, and cosy and warm in winter.”  

Tree-changers sing the praises of their bustling Victorian spa 
town that knows no low season. By  K ATE FARRELLY
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